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GILBERT AND 
ELLICE ISLANDS 


The Gilbert and Ellice Islands are a British Colony located in the Pacific 
Ocean northeast of Australia. On January 1, 1976 the colony of islands 
divided into the Gilbert Islands and Tuvalu. 

The first mail service depended on which ships were calling at the various 
islands. A regular service began in 1911; Edward VII postage stamps of Fiji 
were orverprinted GILBERT & ELLICE / PROTECTORATE and put on 

sale January 1 of 1911. In March 1911 a set of four stamps depicting 

a Pandanus tree inscribed GILBERT & ELLICE ISLANDS / PROTECTORATE 


went on sale. 
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Thank you for taking a “tour” of 
Gilbert and Ellice Islands 
with us. These album pages have 
been prepared with items from 
the APS Reference Collection. 


If you have duplicate stamps in your 
collection, please consider donating 
them to the APS Reference Collection 
to help us create future album pages. 
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